THE  VISVA-BHARATI QUARTERLY
As a matter of fact, such a procedure has already proved dis-
astrous, for the mixed breeds are not able to stand the poor
feeding and the climate, nor are they able to provide us
with bullocks capable of doing hard work,
It is calculated that through its milk, bullocks, manure,
hide, and bone, the contribution of the cow to the wealth
of India (including Pakistan) is over Rs. 1,000 crores
annually, an amount which no other industry in India
except agriculture can equal. Gandhiji therefore placed
high value on every effort to improve the cow, and pleaded
with our people to restore it to the central place it once
held in village economy as the giver of milk and the mother
of the bullocks. Loving care of the cow and devotion to it
will, Gandhiji held, richly repay our village folk, Nay
more, it will teach them love of all dumb creation, and thus
help them to realize their unity with all life.
GOAT: So far as Gandhiji himself went, it is well-known,
that he gave up taking cow's milk, and took in its place the
milk of the goat. The reason for this is that his love for
the cow would not allow him to exploit it for his own pur-
poses. He realized, of course, that living necessarily in-
volves violence and exploitation practised by man on the
lower forms of life. But he wished to reduce such violence
and exploitation, especially so far as he himself went, to
the minimum. Hence his vow not to take cow's milk,
Later, however, when in South Africa his life was in danger
through illness, and doctors insisted on his having milk,
his wife struck a compromise and induced him to take goat*s
milk instead This he did and continued to do till his
death. The goat is called the poor man's cow, a* it costs
little, breeds often and prolificacy, and lives on wild leaves,
thus costing practically nothing for its upkeep. As Gandhiji
identified himself with the poor, it was fitting that like the
poor he depended on the goat for his milk.
Lorn CLOTH: Another feature of Gandhiji that is
symbolic of his attitude to life is his dress. It was always
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